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WELCOME

Dear Student,
 
When writing one of these welcome messages, I'm reminded of a holiday to the Gold Coast that my family went
on when I was in my first year of uni (at Deakin, as it happens). During this holiday, my sister bought a
postcard to send to one of her friends. On this postcard, she simply wrote:
 
I don't want to write it. You don't want to read it.
 
You have read (or you will read) a lot of Unit Guides over the years, and I've written a lot, so I'm sure that my
sister's sentiment applies here too. While you should definitely read each Unit Guide, let's skip the warm and
fuzzy welcome here... just go and watch my Welcome Video instead :)
 
Oh, and in case that sounded dismissive or obnoxious to some people, I hope you find this an interesting and
stimulating unit, and look forward to seeing how you engage with the topics, activities, and each other in the
coming weeks!
 
Now, go and get exploring!
 
Adam

This Unit Guide provides you with the key information about this Unit – for the best chance of success, you
should read it very carefully and refer to it frequently throughout the trimester. Your CloudDeakin Unit site
(inside DeakinSync) also provides information about your rights and responsibilities – we will assume you
have read this before the Unit commences, and we expect you to refer to it throughout the trimester.

WHO IS THE UNIT TEAM? 

Unit chair: leads the teaching team and is responsible for overall delivery of this unit

Adam Brown

Unit chair details

 

Campus: Melbourne Burwood

Email: abrown@deakin.edu.au 

Phone: 0418 304 252

 Tutors will provide their contact details in the first week of seminars.

Administrative queries

If you need help with any aspect of your life at Deakin, you can:

Contact your Unit Chair or Campus Leader●

Speak to a Student Adviser●

Ask Watson (accessed through DeakinSync)●

Visit the Division of Student Life●

mailto:artsed@deakin.edu.au
http://www.deakin.edu.au/deakinsync/
http://www.deakin.edu.au/about-deakin/administrative-divisions/student-life
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ABOUT THIS UNIT 

The unit enables students to explore, analyse, and experience present day digital media innovation, engaging
with how the virtual intersects with the non-virtual in various contexts. Topics of study may include, among
others: online identity(s); immersive environments; gamification; e-dating; pornography; online social justice
movements; interactive media in museums; and crowdfunding sites. Engaging firsthand with the debate over
whether 'audiences' are now 'producers', 'produsers', or 'prosumers', students are exposed to a range of
creative practices in critical/analytical contexts and expand their online portfolios to showcase various digital
modes. In doing so, students negotiate firsthand the potential benefits and threats of digital media for personal
and professional use.

Unit development in response to student feedback

Every trimester, we ask students to tell us, through eVALUate, what helped and hindered their learning in
each Unit. You are strongly encouraged to provide constructive feedback for this Unit when eVALUate opens
(you will be emailed a link).

Constructive feedback from students helps us make improvements to units you have taken (and others you
might take in future). As this is a brand new unit, your feedback is particularly important!
 
I've designed this unit to be both flexible and self-reflexive - we will reflect explicitly on what we're doing as
much as we undertake the 'doing'. The unit is student-centred and experimental in a number of ways - if
something isn't working, don't be shy, tell me! If you'd like something to be added, let me know! I'm happy to
receive feedback even before the formal evaluation opens...
 
As Captain Planet used to say, 'The power is yours!' (if you haven't heard of him, how dare you!!)

Your course and Deakin's Graduate Learning Outcomes

GLO1 Discipline knowledge
and capabilities:

appropriate to the level of study related to a discipline or profession

GLO2 Communication: using oral, written and interpersonal communication to inform, motivate and
effect change

GLO3 Digital literacy: using technologies to find, use and disseminate information

GLO4 Critical thinking: evaluating information using critical and analytical thinking and judgment

GLO5 Problem solving: creating solutions to authentic (real world and ill-defined) problems

GLO6  Self-management: working and learning independently, and taking responsibility for personal
actions

GLO7 Teamwork: working and learning with others from different disciplines and backgrounds

GLO8 Global citizenship: engaging ethically and productively in the professional context and with diverse
communities and cultures in a global context

 
Each Deakin course has course learning outcomes which explain what the Deakin Learning Outcomes mean
in your discipline. Learning in each unit builds towards the course learning outcomes.

Your Unit Learning Outcomes

Each Unit in your course is a building block towards these Graduate Learning Outcomes - not all Units develop
and assess every Graduate Learning Outcome (GLO).
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ULO: At the completion of this unit students can:
The ULO relates to the
following GLO/s

ULO 1
Explicate and critically analyse the users,
settings, and implications of digital media
innovation in a wide range of contexts.

GLO1 GLO4

ULO2
Actively contribute to debates over producers
and produsage by engaging in a practical
manner with various digital media technologies.

GLO1 GLO3

ULO3
Demonstrate an advanced level of digital
literacy and creativity through legal and ethical
participation in digital media.

GLO3 GLO8

ULO4
Apply high level communication skills in
analysing issues, contributing to debates, and
creating online content.

GLO2 GLO3

ULO5
Demonstrate personal motivation and a capacity
for original thought and independent learning.

GLO6

 

ASSESSING YOUR ACHIEVEMENT OF THE UNIT LEARNING OUTCOMES 

Overview

In brief, these are the assessment tasks for this Unit (details below):

Portfolio items with critical reflection - part 1, equivalent to 2000 words, 50%
Portfolio items with critical reflection - part 2, equivalent to 2000 words, 50%

Summative assessment

(tasks that will be graded or marked)
NOTE: It is your responsibility to keep a backup copy of every written assignment. In the unusual
event that one of your assignments is misplaced, you will need to submit the backup copy. Any work you
submit may be checked by electronic or other means for the purposes of detecting collusion and/or plagiarism.
 
When you are required to submit an assignment through CloudDeakin, you will receive an email to your
Deakin email address confirming that it has been submitted. You should check that you can see your
assignment in the Submissions view of the Assignment folder after upload, and check for, and keep, the email
receipt for the submission.

- Summative assessment task 1

 

 Portfolio items with critical reflection - part 1

Brief description of assessment
task  

This task requires you to use various media to construct a scholarly blog
post in which you critically reflect on the issue of online identity, analyse
your own online persona(s), and draw on scholarly research to reinforce
your ideas. You will also be assessed on your broader online engagement
and activity as part of this assessment task. Please note that detailed
instructions and a full example will be provided on CloudDeakin early in
the trimester.
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Detail of student output A scholarly blog post with integrated multimedia content and overall
engagement with digital media activities.

Grading and weighting 
(% total mark for unit)

This assessment is graded and marked, and is worth 50% of the unit
overall.

This task assesses your
achievement of these Unit
Learning Outcome(s)

1, 2, 3, 4, 5.

This task assesses your
achievement of these Graduate
Learning Outcome(s)

1, 2, 3, 4, 6, 8.

How and when you will receive
feedback on your work

Feedback on summative assessment tasks will be provided in time to
allow students to improve their performance in subsequent assessment
items. Students are also encouraged to discuss ideas and strategies in a
participatory environment across various media.

When and how to submit your
work

Online submission via CloudDeakin by 5pm, Friday 22 April.

 

- Summative assessment task 2

 

 Portfolio items with critical reflection - part 2

Brief description of
assessment task  

This task requires you to create a 7 minute edited video clip that critically
and creatively responds to one of the topics from weeks 6-11 and is
informed by scholarly research. Your video must be embedded into a blog
post, which will include a 600 word critical reflection on your video's
content and your strategies in making it. You will also be assessed on your
broader online engagement and activity as part of this assessment task.
Please note that detailed instructions will be provided on CloudDeakin
during the trimester.

Detail of student output A blog post with an embedded video clip and overall engagement with
digital media activities.

Grading and weighting 
(% total mark for unit)

This assessment is graded and marked, and is worth 50% of the unit
overall.

This task assesses your
achievement of these Unit
Learning Outcome(s)

1, 2, 3, 4, 5.

This task assesses your
achievement of these Graduate
Learning Outcome(s)

1, 2, 3, 4, 6, 8.

How and when you will receive
feedback on your work

Feedback on summative assessment tasks will be provided in time to allow
students to improve their performance in subsequent assessment items.
Students are also encouraged to discuss ideas and strategies in a
participatory environment across various media.

When and how to submit your
work

Online submission via CloudDeakin by 5pm, Monday 30 May.

 

Your learning experiences in this Unit - and your expected commitment

To be successful in this unit, you must:

Read all materials in preparation for your classes or seminars, and follow up each with further study●
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and research on the topic;
Start your assessment tasks well ahead of the due date;●

Read or listen to all feedback carefully, and use it in your future work;●

Attend and engage in all timetabled learning experiences, listed below.●

Contact Hours

Campus mode: 1 x 2 hour Seminar per week.
Cloud (online): Learning experiences are via CloudDeakin.

Campus-based learning will be facilitated by weekly two-hour seminars, which will include practical work with
digital media (so make sure you bring along your device/s!). On-campus students are fully expected to attend
these seminars and anyone who does not intend to do so on a consistent basis should consider studying the
unit as an off-campus student.
 
Both on-campus and off-campus students will have access to a wide variety of content across a number of
online platforms, such as weekly Study Notes documents (uploaded onto CloudDeakin throughout the
trimester), Twitter updates, unit-specific blog posts, custom-made YouTube videos, and more!
 
Please read Study Notes Zero carefully for crucial details on how to get the most out of the unit's online
learning environment(s).

Note

At Deakin,

Lectures are referred to as classes (definition: a general meeting for all students, for which students do●

not need to register and where students are engaged through presentations and learning activities) 
Tutorials, workshops and seminars are referred to as seminars (definition: more interactive meetings for●

smaller groups of students).

UNIT LEARNING RESOURCES 

Your unit learning resources are available in CloudDeakin.

There is no prescribed textbook for this unit. All learning resources (such as online articles, films, and
scholarly readings) are listed in the weekly Study Notes documents uploaded onto CloudDeakin. Custom-made
YouTube videos will also provide key information throughout the trimester.
 
Please read Study Notes Zero carefully for crucial details on the unit's learning materials and how to
access them.

KEY DATES FOR THIS TRIMESTER

Trimester 1 teaching period begins     Monday 7 March 2016
Intra-trimester break Friday 25 March - Sunday 3 April 2016
Teaching period ends Friday 27 May 2016
Study period Monday 30 May - Friday 3 June 2016
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Examinations begin Monday 6 June 2016
Examinations end Friday 17 June 2016
Inter-trimester break Monday 20 June - Friday 8 July 2016
Results released Thursday 7 July 2016

UNIT WEEKLY ACTIVITIES

Week Commencing Topics Getting Practical

1 7 March
Media Studies 2.0: Making,
Sharing, Learning

Area 1, Level 1:
Constructing Online Profiles

2 14 March
Be(ing) Active: Passive Potatoes
or Productive Produsers?

Area 1, Level 2:
Microblogging

3 21 March
Keeping Things Legal and
Ethical: Creating Media and
Using Source Material

Area 1, Level 3:
Using Creative Commons
Material

4 4 April
meMedia or iRobot?:
Constructing Identity(s) in the
Online World

Area 2, Level 1:
Creating Blog Infrastructure

5 11 April
Celebrity, Performativity, and
the Age of the Selfie: Young
People and Virtual Selfhood

Area 2, Level 2:
Making Online Presentations

6 18 April
Playful Publics: The Gamification
of Society
 

Area 2, Level 3:
Hyperlinking and Embedding in
Blog Posts

7 26 April*
Sexing up Digital Media: From
Online Dating to Sexting

Area 3, Level 1:
Planning, Scripting and
Storyboarding

8 2 May
Making Media for a Cause:
Digital Activism and Online
Social Movements

Area 3, Level 2:
Video Editing

9 9 May
The Future of the Past: Digital
Heritage, Visitor-Viewsers, and
Virtual Museums

Area 3, Level 3:
Creating Intro Sequences

10 16 May
Kickstarting (is) the Future?:
The Rise of Crowdfunding

Area 3, Level 4:
Uploading YouTube Videos

11 23 May
Educating ‘Generation Next’:
Signing Off, But Not Logging
Off…

Note: Bonus levels will be
released to students who accrue
sufficient Tiffits… Don’t
understand? Stay tuned! :)

*ANZAC Holiday - Monday, 25 April


